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Church Email:   office@lordofthelakes.net 
Office: Mon—Wednesday, 8am-3pm, Thursday 8am-noon 
www.lordofthelakes.net 
 

 

Sunday Worship Services 8am & 10am—Indoor, Online, & Outdoor parking lot—tune in to 105.5FM 

of 
the Lord  Lakes       

Lord of the Lakes  

Pastor Kevin  
pastorkevin@lordofthelakes.net  
Phone:  (920) 582-2622   

Serving God’s people with hope.   

December 2020 

 

Wednesdays, December 9 & 16 ~ 6:00pm Worship  
(indoor & parking lot) 

 
 

Advent is a season of preparation and anticipation. Advent is meant 
to awaken in us a yearning for the Messiah. 

Join Us This Christmas—Our Savior is Born! 
 

 

Christmas Eve Worship   ∞   Thursday, December 24    

3:00pm, 4:30pm & 6pm in church, parking lot or Stream on Facebook 
 

Christmas Day Worship    ∞   Friday, December 25   9am in church or parking lot 

"Once upon a time" is the opening to so many great stories.  In a few days we will pause and 

celebrate the beginning of the greatest story ever told.  Mary will give birth to the savior of the 
world.  She will in faith choose a difficult life.  And God will be with her all along the way.  There 
will be pain.  There will be joy.   
 
It is easy to think of Mary in her pleasant manger scene life.  Perhaps it is less easy to remember 
Mary at the foot of the cross watching her son die for the sins of the world.  That too is part of 
the "once upon a time" story.  God is with her there, too.   
 
And then "once upon a time"- Easter happened as well.  The dead son of Mary came back to 
life.  God was there too.  I suppose in classic story format we might call that a happy ending.   
 
This year I ask you to look for God in your story.  For some of us this year has felt like standing 
at the foot of the cross.  For others there have been amazing moments of love entering our 
world.  
 
But one thing I know that always brings me hope, for all of us who are in Christ, there is a "once 
upon a time" still to come.  The happy ending awaits us- one day. The love of God will surround 
us perfectly.  And Jesus the baby will be Jesus the King for all eternity!   
 
Until then, rejoice in the entrance of God into your own life.  Look for Him.  Thank Him.  Worship 
Him.  For the greatest of love has already entered our world.  This is the joy of Christmas.  A 
light shines in a darkened world.  And the darkness cannot overcome it!  
Jesus is born!  
 
Merry Christmas, Pastor Kevin   
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 Youth Group! 
 

 November has always been my favorite month! Something 
about the vibrant leaves and the bundling up for the first time in our 
winter coats and scarf!  We cherish our hot coffee a little bit more 
and crave brief moments to take in God’s beauty! In my opinion, 
nothing compares to the beauty of the Midwest trees in November! 
We truly have an amazing God who thought of everything down to 
the color of the fall leaves!  
     With all of the anticipation of Thanksgiving right around the 
corner, we take moments to remember the abundancy we have in 
Christ. We stop to give thanks for all the blessings we have like food, water, shelter.  We hold our kids a 
bit tighter and even get nostalgic about our immediate relatives that usual drive us crazy!  It is a single 
day that I wish lasted all year. A day of contentment and gratitude. And yet even as I write this I realize 
how I raise Thanksgiving higher than other days and soon forget to be grateful and content even the day 
after. But isn’t God gracious every day? Are Gods blessings not abounding in all seasons?  
     Today I sit here at my computer and pause. I put away my to-do list and make a new list. I write my 
blessings down one by one. I write down positive things that are happening in my life that I forget to be 
grateful for.  Too often we tune out and forget that every single day God calls us to celebrate 
Thanksgiving in a sense. Psalm 106:1 says “Praise the Lord. Give thanks to the Lord for He is good, His 
love endures forever.”  Again in Psalm 107:21 it says “Let them Give thanks to the Lord for His unfailing 
love and His wonderful deeds for mankind.”   
     Every day we are called to be thankful in all things not just on November 26th! Take a few moments to 
stop thinking of all the bad and focus on the good things God has given you. Be thankful and content! In 
this time of thanks, the youth and I would like to say thank you for all the donations given for the 
Operation Christmas Child fundraiser!  We set a goal for filling 65 shoe boxes and ended up with 84!!!! 
We can’t thank you enough for your generosity!  We are thankful for our many gifts that we have been 
given and are looking forward to the youth service in a few weeks to share those gifts with our church 
family!  Our Lord and Savior is with us always, what more could we ever want or need?  
 
Thanks be to God!!!   Amy 

 

SCRIP gift cards available: order by December 15 for Christmas delivery 
  
Looking for a way to increase your giving to church ... but don't have extra $$ in the budget?  Use Scrip cards to buy 
your gas and groceries!  It's something you'd be buying anyways, but now a % goes back to church! 
  
Remember Scrip for your holiday shopping!  Try these for that hard to buy for person on your list: 

• VISA Five Back Gift Card: $50, $100, $250  (1.25% back) 

• American Express: $25, $100, $200  (1.25% back) 

• Discover Universal Gift Card: $50, $100, $250  (1.25% back) 
To order, contact Tammy Wright at wisupermom@gmail.com  
or 920-420-3755.  www.ShopWithScrip.com or stop by at the SCRIP table Sundays from 9-10am. 

Are you passionate about Lord of the Lakes and our 

missions?  Learn how your legacy gifts can keep that passion going for 
years to come. We are having a Zoom seminar on Tuesday, Dec. 15th at 
6:30 pm. Please call the office if you are interested and we'll send you a link to the seminar.  

mailto:wisupermom@gmail.com
http://www.ShopWithScrip.com
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Thrift News 
 
On Saturday, December 5, the Thrift & Gift will extend their hours: 10:00am - 6:00pm.  This is an 
opportunity for our Youth to earn some money toward the mission trip and their projects.  We will need 
your help.  Please come and sign up to work on either of these dates.  We need a firm commitment - 
please either sign up on the sheet on the kiosk or contact Cindy Hendren at 920-594-2580.  This is 
also a great opportunity for our church community to support our church and our Youth.  Please help if 
you are able.  

Please welcome our Newest Members!   
 

Phil & Debbie Ruedinger 

Ryan & Mandy Otto, Molly, Lauren, Jack, Abigail & Gloria 

Rhonda Kunde 

We Are Glad You Are Here 

If this is your first time here or your one-hundred-
and-first time; we are glad you are here. 

If you carry the weight of a weary world on your 
shoulders, or you entered through the doors with 
a song in your heart and a skip in your step; We 
are glad you are here. 

If you are the loudest voice in the town square or 
the subtle hand behind the scenes; We are glad 
you are here. 

If you have failed once or a thousand times; We 
are glad you are here. 

If you sing like angels, or mumble behind the 
hymnal; We are glad you are here. 

This community is what it is because of your 
presence. So welcome; welcome into this space 
of love, support, justice, compassion, fellowship 
and worship. 

We are glad you are here.   By Amanda Schuber 

Pastor’s November  

Bible Studies 3 

Thanksgiving Worship 1 

New Member Class 1 

  

 Good bye from the 
Office 

 

My dear friends at Lord of the 
Lakes, 
   As announced, I am retiring as 
the Office Administrator.  It has 
sincerely been a privilege to 
serving you and your families both 
in great times and in challenging times. 
   As with many whom serve our church, it has truly 
been an honor - so thank you to all who have assisted 
me with this mission in Christ.  My hope going forward 
is that we all, as God’s children, continue to serve in 
whatever capacities we can, in His name. 
 

   We are so blessed ~ be kind.  Jill Templin 

Busy Hands meet at church  

9am - noon (with masks) 
December 1 & 15  

 

Please come when you are able!  No sewing 
experience is necessary. 
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During this 
season of 
giving, there 
are many opportunities for us to share 
our gifts.  We continue our tradition of 
giving to local families this coming 
Christmas with the Christine Ann 
Domestic Abuse Services in Oshkosh.  
There are ornaments on the kiosk if 
you would like to purchase a gift for 
these families.  Or, ask an usher to 
grab one for you if you are a Parking 
Lot Worshiper—or contact the office! 

 
If you choose 
to, please 
provide the 

item(s) on the ornament and place it in 
our Drop off box by the Office Windows 
or a monetary gift will be put towards 
their furniture needs. 
 
Due Date: December 13 

 
Any questions, please contact Jill  
or Ellen at the 
church office.   

Candle-Lighting Prayers for Advent 
 

Hope 
Dear God, As we begin our Advent pilgrimage, 
grant us the courage to hope. 
Hope for your presence, 
Hope for your peace, 
Hope for your promise. Amen. 
 

Peace 
Dear God, As we journey down this Advent road, 
grant us the courage to make peace. 
Peace in our hearts, 
Peace in our homes, 
Peace in our communities. Amen. 
 

Joy 
Dear God, In the height of our Advent walk, 
grant us the courage to experience joy. 
Joy in the face of apathy, 
Joy in the face of sorrow, 
Joy in the face of uncertainty. Amen. 
 

Love 
Dear God, As our Advent pilgrimage draws to completion, 
grant us the courage to share your love. 
Love for the unexpected challenge, 
Love for the vulnerable one. 
Love for the presence of God. Amen. 
 
~ written by Katherine Hawker 

Come, Let Us Worship 

Together 

It is okay to be tired of change 
It is okay to be tired of everything different 
Okay to feel weary of resiliency and wholeness and 
learning and growth 
And okay to yearn simply for rest 
It’s okay to be grouchy and unsatisfied 
And all the ordinary human ways of being that we are 
Let this morning be a reminder that you are loved 
Let our time together soothe what is restless in you 
May you be comforted in knowing that whatever you 
are feeling today and other days 
You are not alone. You are never alone. 
Come, let us worship together.   

By Sharon Wylie 

Have you tried Lord of the Lake’s phone/
tablet  
e-giving app?  
Go to your phone's app store and download 
the free Give Plus app. 
Once loaded, follow the 
prompts and select Lord of 
the Lakes as your church 
and the amount you want to 
give as your offering.  

The true 

light . . . Was 

coming into 

the world. 
 

John 1:9 
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 Blessings to you on this day. I pray that all is well at Lord of the Lakes during this 
spike in Covid. 
 
I have been working hard with Patrick– in Tanzania—to get a Youtube channel that 
can be shared between the Ushindi Center and Lord of the Lakes. Due to internet 
problems revolving around the Tanzanian election, that has been slow to happen. In 
it’s place, at this time, we will do a "Get to know the Hadzabe" biography of the 

main people running things there.  Eventually we will be able to get the youtube video format going. 
 

May God bless your Thanksgiving holiday...in whatever way you are able to safely celebrate this year. 
Peace to you always, Karen/Simple Hope 

Meet the Officers 
 

The Ushindi Center is celebrating its first year operating as a Tanzanian Co-operative Business. Meet the five 
officers who guide and lead the center’s administration and programs. Each officer has a special duty to care 
for. Please keep them in your prayers as they continue their efforts toward sustainability. 

 
Patrick Paul Pololet: Co-op Chairman 
Patrick is a strong Christian from the Massai Tribe. He is 34 years old and has truly 
dedicated himself to serving the Hadzabe people. He is responsible for overseeing all 
activities at the center. Following “High School”, he completed his degree in Culture and 
Tourism. In addition, he has attended two levels of business training as well as Permaculture 
School, all of which help him as the lead administrator for the Center. He works closely with 
the local community, church and regional government to create opportunities for the 
Hadzabe. He is in regular contact with Simple Hope to let us know how 

(L to R) Patrick Paul Pololet, Gade Kaunda, Debora Iddi Malole, Merry Makaranga, Dalaly Julius Indaya 

Dalaly Julius Inday (Also known as Thomas): Co-op Secretary 
Dalaly is one of few Hadzabe people who attended school. He speaks Click, Swahili and 
some English. He helps Patrick communicate the Ushindi Center vision to his fellow 
Hadzabe tribesmen. He was the first to be baptized after learning about Jesus through 
the Jesus Fim Project. He is determined to lead his generation to a sustainable life. 
Dalaly and several of the Hadzabe people from the Ushindi Center camp have been 
interviewed by National Geographic to learn more about the Hadzabe culture.  

 
Lord of the Lakes will continue with additional biographies of the other Officers in the January 
newsletter.  Please continue to pray for these leaders & a big thank you to Karen for keeping 
us ALL in each others prayers!  God Bless. 
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Did You Know? 
Most taxpayers take advantage of the standard deduction when they are filing their Federal Income Tax  
Returns. The CARES Act provides an additional, “above-the-line” charitable deduction on top of the standard 
deduction for these taxpayers. Taxpayers who do not itemize their deductions can take a one -time deduction 
of up to $300 for gifts made to Lord of the Lakes. The deduction applies ONLY for gifts of cash made in the  
calendar year 2020. If you are not itemizing on your 2020 taxes, you can claim this new deduction.   

Christmas Staff Gifts  
  
At this time of year, we usually receive questions from the congregation members about giving 
a gift to the staff that works at the Lord of the Lakes. For those of you who are not familiar with 
who makes up our team that includes:  
 
Pastor Kevin Heffernan, Jill Templin & Ellen Smolinski, Office Administrators,  Amy Penza, 
Youth Director, Jody Kell, Music Director, Brad Gasper, Buildings and Grounds, Doris 
Kreuziger, Financial Clerk, & Darlene Larson, Custodial  
  
These people work very hard, oftentimes behind the scenes, during the year to assure the 
ongoing success of our church. What a wonderful time of the year to show our appreciation for 
all of their efforts. If you are inclined to donate a monetary gift for them please direct your 
check to the church, in a separate envelope labeled “staff gift.” You can put it in the collection 
plate on Sunday. We ask that all gifts be turned in before December 22nd. If you prefer to 
have your gift distributed in a certain manner, please include a note with your check. 
Otherwise, all gifts will be shared  
proportionately among the team. All congregation gift checks will be cashed and one check 
given to each team member for the total gift amount collected.  
 
We know that our staff really appreciates this each year. On behalf of the Lord of the Lakes 
Church Council.  
  
Merry Christmas!   
Jeff Jahnke,  
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Ushers 8:00am      Ben & Owen Brantley,  
                           Jim* & Chris Rescheske 

 

Ushers  10:00am    Janine Brantley*, Bette Lee,  
                                  Emily & Mara Schell  

December 6     8:00am      
 

Greeters  Kari Nigl & Betts Nikolai 

December 6    10:00am             
 

Greeters    Steve & Trudy Resnick   

December 13    8:00am         
 

Greeters   Rick Pierre & Judy Ramlow 

December 13  10:00am      
 

Greeters     Tim & Ann Zillges 

December 20    8:00am             
       

Greeters     Chris & Jim Rescheske 

December 20  10:00am       
 

Greeters  Gloria & Dennis Cartwright 

December 24   3: 00pm        
               

Greeters   Rick Pierre & Betts Nikolai 

December 24   4:30pm            
      

Greeters   Janine Brantley & Kathy Slesar 

December 24 6:00pm          
 

To be determined, please call if you can help 

December 25 9:00am          

Merry Christmas to you!         

December 27 8:00am 
 

Greeters:  Pam Ulness & Janet Baumgart 

December 27 10:00am  
 

Greeters: Chris & Erin Forer 

January 3, 2021        8am Worship 

Greeters:  Harold & Sheila Gurkowski 

January 3       10am Worship 

Greeters:  Joe & Jenni Groholski 

 

Worship Assistant Schedule    December 2020  

 

Find us @LordoftheLakesWinneconne 
Facebook contact: Sarah Miller at: mediainfo@lordofthelakes.net 

Bless our Council Phone Email address 

Kristen Bjornstad, Sec 979-9945 kristenvol@msn.com 

Wayne Ludkey, VP 312-5479 wludkey@yahoo.com 

Jan Olson 420-3897 jan4918@gmail.net 

David Wein 836-2123 dwein7459@gmail.com 

Jeff Jahnke, Pres 379-2353 jeffjahnke91@gmail.com 

Gail Gardner, Treas 379-9763 poygang@gmail.com 

John Macho 235-7887 jsmacho@sbcglobal.net 

Sarah Miller 710-0618 sarahr.miller2011@gmail.com 

John Penza 658-3130 memacpenza84@gmail.com 

Lord of the Lakes Church 

October, 2020 letter 
 

 

Congratulations!   
 

On behalf of the Winneconne Thrift & Gift, we are 
please to announce that the Lord of the 
Lakes Youth Programs is a recipient of a 
grant through our annual volunteer-directed 
grants program.  Janet and Dick Baumgart, 
volunteers at the Thrift, nominated your 
organization to receive this grant funded 
from revenue received by selling donations 

this past year.  
   We commend your efforts and trust the $1083 
will be funding the Youth Mission trip and other 
children’s programs. 
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        December 2020  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  

 

1 
 

9:00am Busy 
Hands 

2 
 
 

6:00pm Guitar Band 
6-8pm Youth Group 
 

 

3 
 

8:30am Bible Study at 
church.  

Covid19 Protocols are 
in place. 

 

4 5 
 

Shop, 
volunteer 

 

Thrift! 
10am-
6pm 

6 
8 & 10am Worship* 

 

 
9am Sunday School 

 

 
 
 

7 

 
 
 
 

5pm 
Narcotics 

Anonymous 

8 
 

 
  

6:30pm B&G 
Meeting 

9 

 
 

6:00pm Guitar Band 
6-8pm Youth Group 
 
6pm Advent Worship 
 

10 
 

8:30am Bible Study    
 

 
 

11 12 

 
 

13 
 

8 & 10am Worship* 
 

10am Sunday School 
Christmas program 

 
Due: Drop off Adopt-A-

Family gifts 

14 
  
 
 
 

5pm Narcotics 
Anonymous 

 

15 
 

9am 
Busy Hands 

 

6:30pm 
Council/

Zoom Legacy 
gifts 

16 
  
 
 
        

 

6:00pm Guitar Band 
6-8pm Youth Group 

 
6pm Advent Worship 

 

17 

 

8:30am Bible Study  

 
 

18 19 
 
 

20 
8 & 10am Worship* 

 

 

21 

 
 

5pm Narcotics 
Anonymous 

 
 

22 

 

23 

 

 
 
 

 
 

No Youth Group  

24 
 

Christmas Eve 
Worship 

3pm 
4:30pm 
6:00pm 

25 
 

9am 
Worship 

26 
 

 

27 
8 & 10am Worship* 

 

 
 

 

28 
 

 
 
 

5pm Narcotics 
Anonymous 

 

29 30 31  
 

Need Help?  Don’t let stigma stand in your way.   
Call 2-1-1  www.21now.org 

 

Find resources for: suicidal thoughts, Alcohol/drug 
abuse, stress, depression, eating disorders, family 

counseling, anxiety, bipolar disorder and much 
more. No Health without Mental Health   

 

24/7 Mental Health Crisis Intervention Help Line:  

Oshkosh:  233-7707, Neenah: 722-7707 

 

Bible Study at church 
  

 Thursdays at 8:30am 
 

Please bring your own 
Coffee/beverage.  

 

Covid19 Protocols in 
place 

 

* Worship in Church,  
Worship on Wheels in 

the  parking lot, or 
Worship on YouTube 

 

Please Note: 
 
 

If you are not able to attend 
Worship or use the online 
option, please let the office 
know. We would be happy to 
mail you the Service. 

No Youth Group 
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The Advent Season:  Jesus is coming! 

Dear Friends and Family at Lord of the Lakes, 
 

   As you enter into this new year, may the Holy 

Spirit give you a new and wonderful vision for 2021, 

one that will bless your family, boost your faith and 

bring you inexplicable peace and joy. 

   Have a wonderful Christmas season and new year 

ahead. 

God bless you! 
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Advent is . . .  

“Preparing the WAY” 
 

 
 

Advent Starts November 29 
 

 

Wednesday evening worship, starts December 2  

 

6:00pm Worship service 

 
 

 


